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 Milt Stewart, ’71, has been named a recipient of the 2020 Indiana University 

Distinguished Alumni Service Award, the highest accolade reserved solely for 

alumni. The award recognizes leaders in their chosen fields who make significant 

contributions benefiting their community, state, nation, or university. Stewart 

and his wife, Judi, have also been honored with the IU Partners in Philanthropy 

Keystone Award, which recognizes those individuals who have shown exemplary 

leadership through their volunteerism and generosity for multiple Indiana University 

campaigns or fundraising initiatives. These awards recognize the Stewarts’ lifetime 

of service to IU and the Law School as they step back from their volunteering to travel 

and enjoy their retirement. 

 The Stewarts had been engaged with the Law School for many years when they 

made a pledge in 2009 to introduce law students to cultural opportunities. The result: 

an annual student reception at the Sidney and Lois Eskenazi Museum of Art. “It’s 

really important to me that law students get not just a great legal education, but also 

the exposure to the abundance of culture on campus,” Milt said at the time. 

 Over the past decade, the Stewarts’ connection with the school has grown to 

include funding and hands-on engagement in a number of innovative programs. 

In 2010 they established the Stewart Fellows program, in which students participate in 

summer externships in firms, businesses, and nongovernment organizations 

throughout the world. Since its inception, nearly 200 students have served as 

Stewart Fellows in Argentina, Brazil, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Mexico, Poland, 

South Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam. Milt has also provided leadership to the school 

in general, serving on the Board of Visitors for many years, including a term as chair.

 In 2016 the Stewarts made a bequest to provide funding for global research and 

teaching, and the school’s Center on the Global Legal Profession was named in their 
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 “When I made the decision to go to Portland, I thought I’d be entering a local 

practice,” he said. “I didn’t recognize then the importance the Pacific Rim would 

play in the world economy.” Stewart’s decades of international experience awakened 

an interest in helping students become proficient in the complexities of today’s 

global legal profession.

 The Stewarts have also been generous benefactors of Indiana University at large. 

Milt is a member of the board of directors of the IU Foundation and a previous vice 

chairman. He was the volunteer chair of the IU’s recent Bicentennial Campaign, which 

raised almost $3.9 billion for the university. He is a member of the Foundation’s 

Arbutus Society, the President’s Circle, and the 21st Century Society. Milt serves 

along with Judi—an accomplished artist—on the advisory board of the Eskenazi 

Museum of Art, and he is a recipient of the IU Bicentennial Medal and the IU Founda-

tion’s President’s Medallion. 

 In addition the Stewarts have given multiple gifts to the Colloquium for Women 

of IU, including the Stewart Colloquium Fund, which supports engagement and educa-

tion through future colloquia. Judi is also a founding member of the Women’s Philan-

thropy Leadership Council. And both Milt and Judi have given generously to all of the 

IU regional campus food banks to help fight student food insecurity.

 Milt came from a modest background in West Lafayette, Ind., and scholarships 

from IU made college possible for him. “It occurred to me years ago that I had an 

obligation to pay my good fortune forward,” he said. Milt and Judi have definitely done 

just that and much more. 

 Milt and Judi, the Indiana Law community is more than grateful for your many 

ontributions and hopeful that you will stay in touch. Despite your “retirement,” you 

are always welcome in Baier Hall.

honor. The bequest also provides for a named professorship for the director of 

the center. Subsequent testamentary gifts of real estate have further enhanced the 

Stewarts’ contributions to the center and the Stewart Fellows program.

 Jayanth Krishnan, Milt and Judi Stewart Professor of Law and director of the 

Milt and Judi Stewart Center on the Global Legal Profession, praised the Stewarts for 

the far-reaching impact of their gift. “The beautiful part about this gesture is that it 

allows us to continue to support the work we’re doing while giving us a chance to think 

about new lines of research inquiry on the legal profession,” he said.

 “Nancy and I have known Milt and Judi well for twenty years through our 

association on the Law School Board of Visitors, the IU Foundation Board and the 

Advisory Board of the IU Eskenazi Museum of Art,” said V. William (Bill) Hunt, ’69. 

“In my 59 years since entering IU, I can think of no couple which has given more of 

their time, treasure, talents and themselves to IU. They are a true gift!” 

 “In addition to financial support, Milt’s contributions to the Law School have 

included his tremendous availability to me, to faculty, and to key staff,” said Dean 

Parrish. “He is a wise counselor, willing to listen and to provide good advice. He 

played an important role in our recent capital campaign, helping us reach out to 

alumni and inspiring them to give.” The Stewarts have also created Stewarts 

Hideaway, a serene outdoor study space for students on campus, and donated Milt’s 

suit wardrobe to the Law School’s Career Services Office.

 For his part, Stewart didn’t realize that his decision to begin his legal career 

at Davis Wright Tremaine in Portland, Ore. would give him a front-row seat to the 

explosion of globalization in the legal profession.
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