Preserving a Premier Public Education



WLSEF Mission:

Strengthen and support the West Lafayette Community School Corporation

Through non-profit fundraising, WLSEF obtains support to:
* Enhance the K-12 student experience;

* Foster community support for our schools;

* Build connections with our alumni;

* Encourage and support innovative projects designed to improve the quality of learning.
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WLSEF Board of Directors

2024-25

Brad Cohen ‘83, President

Patrick Jones ‘07, Vice President

Sue Lasater, Treasurer

Mary Beth Whitman, Secretary

Lauren Alexander

Beth Bangs

Tanya Finkbiner

Maria Koliantz

Tiffany Lyle

Jim MacDonald “76

Bill Price 03

Jennifer Rider

Rachel Witt, School Board Representative
Dr. Shawn Greiner, Ex-Officio
Eugene Zhang, Student Representative
Wendi Ailor, Executive Director
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Backpack Program:

Providing year-round food for families who face food insecurity.

The Backpack Program is designed to meet the needs of hungry children at
times when other resources are not available, especially on weekends and
during school breaks. Each school’s administration works with eligible
families to enroll in this vital program. The Foundation purchases food from
our local Food Finders Food Bank. Food Finders delivers the food to the
Backpack Program closet at the Junior-Senior High School.

Bags are filled weekly by volunteers and contain six to eight pounds of
nutritious, kid-friendly food. The bags of food are then delivered to the
homes of the families by a second set of volunteers. Our West Lafayette
volunteers pack and deliver 43 bags each week and we are grateful for their
dedication. Even mild malnutrition can affect a child’s ability to learn. We
don’t want hunger to impact our students’ education.

Historically, the Summer Backpack Program has been separate from the
school-year program. We are now working together as one program.
Summer food deliveries are made by off-duty West Lafayette police officers,
giving them the opportunity to build positive connections with our students.
The Foundation annually seeks support and receives private donations to
fund this important program. Thank you to those who support the Backpack
Program to fight food insecurity in our community.




Alumni Relations

ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

The West Lafayette Alumni Association is housed within the
Foundation. There is a group of local retired teachers and staff,
alumni and a few school administrators who meet monthly as the
Alumni Committee.

This group is responsible for the Wall of Pride events and honoree
selection, the Devil’s Advocate newsletter, assisting with class
reunion planning and tours, and the annual Homecoming alumni
tailgate.

The Alumni Committee is always looking for class notes and news to
include in the Devil’s Advocate newsletter, which is published twice a

year.

All alumni and retirees are encouraged to keep in touch!




Class reunions and class gifts

Additional Reunions:
1975
1970
1965
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Classes of 1999-2002




Wall of Pride

Recognizing outstanding West Lafayette alumni and educators.




Wall of Pride

Class of 2025

* Arnold Chen ‘88

* Judy Edstrom ‘66

* Jerrell Jimerson ‘83

* Smilin’ Jay McDowell ‘87

* Maura Pierce ’82

* Brian M. Rosenthal ‘07

* Kathy Trout, Educator, Awarded Posthumously




Student Scholarships

38 Students \\ 3 "y
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2025 Student Scholarshlp Recipients

Molly Andrew Max Hook

Lucas Arnaldo * Dylan Kastens
Gianna Ascarelli * Yoonsung Lee
Joseph Balagtas * Audrey Lindberg
Madigan Boesch * Raffi Lindsay
Savannah Brooks  Dawson Martin
Altair Carlson * Lincoln Miller
Chloe Chen e Ali Nadeem

Jodie Chung e Mohammed Nour
Allison Creech e Laura Pardillo-Lopez
David Curl e William Scherrer
Natalie David * Riya Shah

Megan Fowler * Nicole Shashurin
Ben Fredette * Andrew Springer
Josiah Freeman * Jevan Subagia
Lincoln Furry * Madeline Umulis
Elizabeth Gonzalez-Martinez * Taylor Woods
Courtney Gretencord * Ashley Yang

Addison Gustus e Jiadong Yang



WLSEF Grants

2024-2025
13 Teacher Grants Awarded

ki $12,484.50
y-

John Taylor Endowment for Athletics
One Coaching Grant Awarded

$500




WLSEF Grants

2024-2025
Grant Recipients

Julie Bauerband * Becca Gwin
Piedad Corredor-Sanchez * Amanda Hart
Becky Creech * Fran Heim

Annie Dooley * Nicole Spurlock
Tracy Fairchild * Allison White
Celeste Fernandez * Chris Woodard
Chauncey Fry * Connie Workman

Karla Gurk




WLSEF Grants

Masks, snakes, constant velocity buggies, fairy tale whodunits, yoga mats, pots and pans, and mannequins. The common bond? They
are all components of grants that were funded by the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation this school year. Thirteen grants
were funded in part or in full totaling $12,484.50. Students in all three schools and across multiple curricula benefited from

the WLSEF grant program. Here is a look:

Piedad Corredor-Sanchez,
Spanish teacher, WLJSHS

Using Hispanic Crafts as a Resource to Improve Spanish Skills and Cultural Awareness
benefited 120 students in grades 8-10 to practice their writing and Spanish speaking skills }
while making pinatas, cascarones, yarn painting, and masks using materials purchased
from grant money.

Tracy Fairchild,
Zoology teacher, WLJSHS

At the end of the year, biology classes study reptiles and mammals. Due to cuts in funding, Fairchild had the students do paper dissections
the last few years.

However, with this grant, “Zoology Enrichment,” students were able to perform real dissections on Formalin non-venomous snakes and
Formalin minks.




WLSEF Grants

Nicole Spurlock,

2"d Grade Teacher, WLES
Structured Literacy Practice with a Hands-on Approach benefited the 2nd graders at West Lafayette Elementary school. Rather
than using the online/virtual blending board, the 2" grade staff was able to purchase multiple sets of magnetic blending boards
with magnetic grapheme tiles so that students create words and blends using their tactile skills.

Becky Creech, Biology Teacher, WLJSHS

Annie Dooley, 5th Grade Teacher, WLIS

STEM and literacy collide in this project, Ecological Storytime, as 5th grade students
and high school freshmen collaborated to create unique and engaging children’s books
that focused on ecology concepts taught in Honors Biology and 5th Grade Camp.
Author Jen Tucker visited to help with the creative writing.

Becca Gwin,

Science Teacher, WLJSHS
Science Express is a subscription program from Purdue University that brings research-grade science instruments and equipmen
to high schools. Gwin writes, “The grant allowed students access to high tech lab equipment they may have never had... like Nuclea
Scalars, High Pressure Liquid Chromatography, and Constant Velocity Buggies.”




WLSEF Grants

Celeste Fernandez and the WLIS Fourth Grade Team
Fairy Tale Forensics and Other Fabulous Fourth Grade Fun brought a virtual field trip to the Indianapolis Children’s Museum and
cross-curricular activities centered around fairy tales to the entire fourth grade at West Lafayette Intermediate School.

Chris Woodard, Computer Science Teacher, WLJSHS

Purchased a 3D printer that will benefit students in grades 8-12. Beginning with the class of
2029, all Indiana high school students will be required to pass a computer science class and this
Printer satisfies listed standards.

Fran Heim, FACS Teacher, WLJSHS

Yoga and Mindfulness in the Classroom aims to include a yoga and mindfulness curriculum in
Sports Nutrition classes. Ms. Heim received training in mindfulness and yoga explicitly geared
toward educators.

Karla Gurk, Special Education, WLJSHS

Empowering Essential Skills Students Through Culinary Education is designed to help equip
Essential skills students to lead independent and fulfilling lives. Funding allowed for the purchase of cooking tools, ingredients and
instructional resources.




WLSEF Grants

Allison White, Spanish Teacher, WLJSHS

The Legend Lives: Enhancing Spanish Language Skills with La Llorona funded the purchase of multiple copies of La Llorona de
Mazatlan which all Spanish II students read together to conclude their second year of Spanish. This book includes vocabulary and
tenses learned in Spanish Il while incorporating Mexican folklore.

Julie Bauerband, ELL Teacher, WLIS

Vocabulary/Conversation Builders utilizes the Ouisi game picture cards to make connections between the patterns in one picture
with another. This activity fosters vocabulary growth and sentence building for our Multilingual Learners.

Connie Workman, Library Media Specialist, WLIS
Read to Grow is a school-wide literacy project designed to bring grade levels together in an all-school event through the joy of

reading. Rather than everyone reading the same book, which the school enjoyed in the past, this project will be more of an author
study of John David Anderson’s novels which will conclude with his visit next school year.

Amanda Hart, FACS, WLJSHS

Empowering Future Designers- Grant for Adjustable Mannequins in Fashion & Textiles
provided adjustable mannequins and high-quality fabric for the high school

Fashion and Textiles program. These resources allow students to explore garment design,
pattern making, and fitting techniques with greater precision and flexibility.

Photography students will showcase their designs in professional photo shoots.




Scarlet & Gray Dinner and Auction

21 teachers and staff donated experiences to the auction

$47,000 Raised for WLSEF Programs

Backpack Program, Teacher Grants, A\WLSEF General Fund

Kentucky
Derby Fun!




Financial Report

West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation

ASSETS
Checking
RDP Funds
Investments
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Foundation Board Designated Assets
Boosters

Backpack Program
School Board Designation Funds

Athletic Funds
Scholarships

Other Temp Restricted Funds
RDP Restricted Funds

Foundation Endowment
Endowed Funds

Net Income and Undesignated Funds
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Balance Sheet
As of June 30, 2025

Total

49,967.62

2,344,644.57

2,394,612.19

19,702.34
4,237.88

25,808.67

212,500.31

5,829.68
518,741.05

22,885.34

414,192.65
1,016,316.17

154,398.10

2,394,612.19




Financial Report

West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation
Profit and Loss
July 2024 - June 2025
Total

Income

Unrestricted Contributions 341,766.51
Restricted Conributions 480,186.11
Interest Income/Dividends 139,425.72
Unrealized Gains/Losses 96,002.54
Realized Gains/Losses 26,953.70
Fee Income 27,150.57
Total Income 1,111,485.15
Expenses

Grants 11,786.65
Scholarship Expense 48,500.00
Backpack Program Expense 19,711.67
Campaign Funds to School 1,686,713.70
Pass Through Expense 112,404.03
Fundraising Expense 18,978.11
Salary Expense 76,085.64
Accounting, Legal and Investment Fees 21,161.39
Catering & Events Expense 30,388.67
Admin Fee Expense 13,072.68
Printing and Postage Expense 16,115.36
Software and Website Expense 6,800.62
Misc Expense 10,644.91
Total Expenses 2,072,363.43
Net Income (960,878.28)




THANK YOU!

On behalf of the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation’s board of directors, thank you for
another year of your loyal participation and generosity. None of these programs could happen without
the dedication and support of West Lafayette alumni, students, families and the local community.

West Lafayette Schools are a truly fortunate to have such a caring community that continually rises to the
occasion to help students succeed. What a privilege it is to play a small role by infusing resources into these
special programs that enhance public education in our great West Lafayette community.
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