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President’s Message
Dear Friends,
The West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation is grateful for the support we have received from
our community throughout 2021-22. Your consistent contributions have allowed us to provide
ongoing support to both students and teachers. Thank you.
On behalf of the Foundation, I am pleased to share this annual report with you. We’ve had an
outstanding year! From awarding scholarships and teacher grants, ongoing support for the Backpack
Program, the return of the Scarlet & Gray Dinner and Auction, and the fourth Wall of Pride class, we
share our gratitude for the ways in which West Side alumni, parents, staff and friends have supported
our programs.
This next year offers us an opportunity for even greater growth. We invite you to get involved with
our programs and show your support for our award-winning schools. As always, we thank you for
your support of the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation.
Sincerely,
Doug Masson, President

Scholarships
Thirty-two scholarships totaling $32,750 were awarded to 25 West Lafayette students in May
2022. Students apply through a common application process administered by the high school
guidance office. Teachers, staff and coaches serve on the various scholarship review committees
to select the winners each year. The Foundation manages a portfolio of both endowed
scholarships and those that are funded annually.
We were able to once again host a reception
for scholarship recipients and donors prior to
the commencement ceremony.
Congratulations to the 2022 scholarship recipients!

Scholarship Recipients
Jennifer Yang, Bajaj Robotics Scholarship

Zayne Shalabi, Ryder Family Scholarship

Maria Baidachna and Kendall DeVault, Christian Thomas Burns ‘One More’
Scholarship

Katherine Benhart, Nick Sevigny Memorial Scholarship
Lauren Kish and Brice Rider, Gordon Straley Memorial Scholarship

Divya Durai, The Challenge Scholarship
Gabriela Weiner, Steven J. Sullivan Memorial Scholarship
Lauren Kish, Christopher Cline Memorial Scholarship
Jackson Gustus and Matthew Kain, Tate Cross Country Scholarship

Jackson Gustus and Jian Fei Turrell, Connell-Krogman Citizenship Award
Jaxon Deutsch and Brice Rider, Lauren M. Wastl Memorial Scholarship
Matilda Berry, Dr. Benarr Folta Memorial Scholarship
Katherine Benhart, Lauren M. Wastl Memorial Volleyball Scholarship
Allison Creech, Aimee M. Gandour Memorial Scholarship
Kulsum Husain and Abigail Lee, West Lafayette Alumni Association Scholarship
Irene Bhunia and Jonathan Siskind, Carter D. Kiser Memorial Scholarship

Jackson Gustus and Kyler Meister, West Lafayette Athletic Booster Scholarship
Kendall DeVault and Matthew Kain, Memorial Athletic Scholarship
Andrew Folkers and Leanne Gray, West Lafayette Starter Scholarship
Lily Shen, Thomas M. Price Memorial Swim Scholarship
Haseung Jun and Stuti Varma, Helen Williamson Scholarship
William LaCount, Red Devil Pride Swim Scholarship

Teacher Grants
This year the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation was able to provide teacher grants
for math carts, flexible seating, scientific equipment, enhanced art supplies, reading programs, a
classroom kitchen and more. The Foundation has been awarding grants since 2007. Over those
15 years, almost $100,000 has been granted to dozens of teachers, enhancing and enriching the
educational experience for students from kindergarten through high school in all curricula areas.
For the 2021-2022 school year, eleven grants were fully funded at a total of $7,987.63.

Teacher Grant Summaries
WLES third grade teacher Ann Kriebel submitted a grant request
titled Common Core Cooking. Combining this grant with her own
resources, Mrs. Kriebel turned her classroom into a kitchen. She
writes, “The project will allow me to use food and food
preparation to teach all of the 3rd grade Indiana Academic Standards.
My proposal levels the playing field for all of my students because
everyone eats and everyone can participate in food preparation
equally. Children learn best when they are engaged in experiential
learning.”

One student said, “Cooking in school is fun. I like cutting things up
and getting my hands a little messy. My favorite thing that we’ve
made so far is crumpets.”

Teacher Grant Summaries
Amanda Hart, a FACS teacher at the juniorsenior high school, submitted a grant titled
Wobble to Focus! This grant provided funding
for Hokki Stools, flexible seating for active
learning.
Spanish teacher Allison White received
funding for copies of Piratas del Caribe y el
mapa secreto. She reports that, “Students
completed eleven journal entries in Spanish
that included character descriptions in the
present tense, summaries in the preterite
tense, and predictions in the near future
tense.”

Katie Price, a 4th grade teacher at WLIS,
requested funding to add non-fiction books to
her classroom library. Her grant proposal,
Growing the Minds of Readers, will expose
students to different types of texts. Two
popular series, I Survived and Who Was, are
particularly appealing to students because
they can relate to the younger characters in
the stories. This type of historical fiction stirs a
curiosity in students to dig deeper into real-life
events.

Teacher Grant Summaries
Jeaneen Benhart, the English as a New
Language teacher at West Lafayette Elementary
School, submitted a grant, All Are Welcome in
West Lafayette Schools, providing books by
authors from other countries that highlight
other cultures.

The Science Department received three human
skull models for use in biology and anatomy
classes, along with epithelial tissue microscope
slides.

Hilary Hanna and Laura Falk coordinated a
program titled Fostering Community
Engagement, taking a team of teachers to visit
with students and parents at four local
apartment complexes.

Teacher Grant Summaries
Katie Dodds, 4th grade teacher at WLIS, wrote
a grant on behalf of the School Improvement
Team. The School Improvement Team noted a
need for school-wide support in computation.
This grant allowed for the creation of three
math carts, one for each grade level that can
travel from room to room. Each cart is filled
with materials to help students grow in their
math computation skills.

Verna Yoder and Katherine Kincaid, art
teachers in the Junior-Senior High School,
received four Wacom Graphic Drawing tablets
and pens.

These grants were funded entirely by the
generous donations of WLCSC patrons, alumni,
parents, and other friends of the corporation.
The ideas, innovations, and dedication of our
staff never ceases to amaze.

Backpack Program
The Backpack Program is designed to meet the needs of hungry children at times when other
resources are not available, especially on weekends. Each school’s administration works with eligible
families to enroll in this vital program. Backpacks are filled weekly by volunteers and contain six to
eight pounds of nutritious, kid-friendly food. Backpacks are then distributed to the homes of the
children. Our West Lafayette volunteers pack and deliver 40 backpacks each week and we are grateful
for their work. Even mild malnutrition can affect a child’s ability to learn. We don’t want hunger to
impact our students’ education.
Historically, the Summer Backpack Program has been separate from the school-year program. We are
now working together as one program. We are grateful to have received a gift from the City of West
Lafayette for the Backpack Program. They generously applied remaining CARES Act funds to our
Backpack Program account with Food Finders Food Bank. We value this support from our local
government.
The Foundation annually seeks support and receives private donations to fund this important
program. Thank you to those who support the Backpack Program to fight food insecurity in our
community.

Scarlet & Gray Event
After a two year hiatus, the Scarlet & Gray Dinner and Auction was held on Saturday, March 26th
in the Shively Club at Ross-Ade Stadium. This event, formerly known as West Side Story, is the
Foundation’s largest fundraising event of the year. Scarlet & Gray proceeds play an important
role in providing support for our students, faculty, staff and families of WLCSC. The evening
included dinner, student created video presentations, silent auction, paddle raises via smart
phone flashlights, a wine pull and mystery boxes available to purchase. Together, we reached the
goal of $40,000 to support the Backpack Program, teacher grants, Setting the Stage Endowment
for the Arts, and the Foundation’s general fund.
Many businesses and individuals from both the school community and community at large came
together to make this night a success. Thank you to all who supported this event with donations,
as attendees, by bidding from home or afar, or as a sponsor or planning committee member.

Scarlet & Gray Event

to Paul Owens for
serving as the event
photographer.

Wall of Pride
In April 2022, after a two year delay due to the
pandemic, the fourth Wall of Pride class was
recognized with a reception and a day of meeting with
West Lafayette High School students. The honorees
attended classes and addressed students during an
afternoon convocation. The 2022 Wall of Pride class
inductees include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dr. Moungi Bawendi ‘78
Ingrid Eagly ‘87
Vanessa Gedney ‘96
Danny Johnson ‘80
Chris Parente ‘89
Dr. Bob Williamson ‘64
Gordon Straley, Educator

You can read more about the Wall of Pride
at https://wlsef.org/alumni/wallofpride/

What’s on the Horizon
The West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation has much to look forward to! Goals include fundraising
for the Silos of Support to create endowments for eight program areas: Athletics, Performing and Visual
Arts, Liberal Arts Education, STEM Education, Whole-student wellness, K-6 Education, Scholarships and
the WLSEF General Fund. We will also be working with WLCSC as they focus on key priorities, including a
goal of renewing efforts to connect with alumni to build and sustain support for the WLSEF.

Additional events include:
• Class Reunions – 8 classes hosted reunions in Fall 2022;
• First Friday with the Foundation – visiting with staff in each building once each semester;
• Annual Fund Campaign Kickoff – Giving Tuesday November 29, 2022;
• Wall of Pride Induction Events – April 13 & 14, 2023;
• Scarlet & Gray Dinner and Auction – April 22, 2023;
• Two cycles of teacher grants to be awarded;
• Scholarships to be awarded in spring 2023.

West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation
Balance Sheet
As of June 30, 2022
ASSETS

Checking
RDP Funds
Investments
TOTAL ASSETS

Financial Report

$ 183,621.08
$ 1,564,733.68
$ 922,071.00
$ 2,670,425.76

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Undesignated Assets
Board Designated Funds
Boosters

$ 186,298.69
$
5,165.00
$
4,237.88

Backpack Program

$

31,655.52

Board Designated Funds

$

92,366.45

Athletic Funds
Scholarships

$
13,199.68
$ 444,144.64

Other Temp Restricted Funds
RDP Restricted Funds

$
13,376.72
$ 1,552,789.76

Foundation Endowment
Endowed Scholarships
Total Equity
Net Income
Total Liabilities and Equity

$
21,273.73
$ 442,954.95
$ 2,807,463.02
$ (137,037.26)
$ 2,670,425.76

West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation
Profit and Loss
July 2021 - June 2022

Financial Report

Income
Unrestricted Contributions
Restricted Conributions
Interest Income/Dividends

$ 151,574.86
$ 163,789.50
$ 30,361.57

Unrealized Gains/Losses
Realized Gains/Losses
Fee Income
Misc Income
Total Income

$(276,760.10)
$ 147,195.29
$ 15,993.42
$ 11,450.54
$ 243,605.08

Expenses

Software and Website Expense
Misc Expense
Total Expenses

$
6,058.47
$ 65,650.00
$
5,957.08
$ 92,759.28
$
5,553.50
$ 18,342.73
$ 26,942.96
$ 67,426.25
$ 12,302.16
$ 32,940.97
$
9,559.30
$ 14,354.76
$
3,212.91
$ 19,581.97
$ 380,642.34

Net Income

$(137,037.26)

Teacher Grants
Scholarship Expense

Backpack Program Expense
Campagin Payback to WLSCS
Pass Through Expense
Fundraising Expense
Donation Expense
Salary Expense
Accounting, Legal and Investment Fees
Catering & Events Expense
Admin Fee Expense
Printing and Postage Expense

Thank you
It is with deep gratitude that we say thank you for another year of your support.
We look forward to a continued partnership with you, alumni, donors, families
and friends of the West Lafayette Schools Education Foundation, as we work
together to support the West Lafayette Community School Corporation.

Thank you!

